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Sample LIT 120 Assignments
Below, you will find a list of assignments suitable for LIT 120. You should not consider this an exhaustive list. While you may use these exact assignments in your classes, you can also adapt them as you see fit or use completely different ones. The most important consideration when crafting assignments is to be sure that you can connect the work you’re asking students to complete to one of the course’s learning outcomes. In other words, feel free to be creative, but don’t lose sight of the goals of the course when doing so.

The best way to make sure you are doing so is to ask students to carry out reading and writing/communication that pays attention to specific details—including but not limited to word choice, imagery, and metaphor—of a text and then to draw conclusions that are analytical and debatable. While some summary will likely be necessary in order for students to establish context for their audience, the bulk of the work should carry out a detailed analysis of specific moments from a text or texts. Direct quotes and paraphrasing should be used throughout these arguments, but only as part of a progression that ends with a student’s analysis grounded in the literary text. Outside sources may be used, but they are not necessary.

Poetry as Images

Each student will choose one image-based medium in which to re-present a poem read in class. Students may use Snapchat, create a comic, make an Instagram account, or choose some other medium. Each student will then write a 2-3 page essay in which he/she explains why he/she chose the images presented. This should include references to specific imagery in the poem. They may also analyze how the re-presented image(s) function similarly and differently from the poem. Some poems that might work well with this assignment include Williams’ “Red Wheelbarrow,” Keats’ “Ode on a Grecian Urn” (animated gifs might be especially relevant here), and Pound’s “In a Station at the Metro.” More advanced students can be challenged with poems that are less image-heavy.  If you have students not taking the course for college credit, you could ask them to write an informal explanation or deliver an informal oral explanation.

Play Adaptation

A group of students will work together to adapt one play from the class to another genre. Options include but are not limited to a radio performance, a podcast, a Hollywood movie, or a reality show. Students will then rewrite a few pages of the play to reflect the requirements of the new medium, providing annotations to explain changes made. While this assignment does not feature the traditional essay structure of thesis(body(conclusion, it does force students to do much the same work by annotating specific lines from the play. You could also require students to perform their adaptation and/or provide an introduction and conclusion to the annotated script. If you need to scale the assignment up or down, you can require those students registered in College Now to do the bulk of the work and/or all of the writing and allow those receiving only high school credit to do little or none of the writing.

Pecha Kechu Presentation

Pecha Kechu presentations are limited to 20 slides, each of which is visible for 20 seconds. Presenters can speak over these slides. For your final presentation, students can present a narrowly focused analysis of any text via Pecha Kechu. Pecha Kechu is available for free online, although students may need a free account. This assignment requires students to carry out the work of a traditional end-of-the-semester essay without the paper writing. It forces students to learn concision and clarity in order to present a clear, complete argument in the time allotted. One effective way for assigning topics is to compile a list as the semester progresses of the symbols, motifs, figurative language, etc. that dominate class discussion each day. Students can then choose to expand those discussions through this presentation, which, again, should feature attention to specific language and/or elements of the work of literature they are analyzing in order to argue a particular reading of that text.

Poetic Device Essay
For this assignment, students will write a 2-4 page analysis of the use of one specific poetic device in one poem. This might include rhyme scheme, enjambment, imagery, metaphor, or some other convention. In their paper, students should begin by explaining the concept they will analyze followed by a description of when and how the poem uses said concept. They can follow up this definition and summary with an analysis of some or all of the places the concept is used, finally arriving at some overarching argument about the poem. This assignment forces students to demonstrate the ability to identify the use of poetic devices and explore to what effect a poet might use them. Students not receiving college credit could simply annotate the poem by identifying the appearance of an assigned number of poetic terms.

Stage Direction Analysis
When reading plays, students will often ignore or pay little attention to stage directions. In some cases, such a move presents few problems, but in many plays, the stage directions provide important symbols and help us to better understand relationships through the way characters position themselves in regards to others. In order to combat this reading tendency, this assignment requires students to write an analysis of a play by focusing primarily on the stage directions. While students will likely need to connect these directions to dialogue in the play (for example, the appearance of an animal in the stage directions might help us to better understand the slyness, aggressiveness, courage, etc. that a statement conveys), their essay should be rooted in the stage directions. Students not taking the course through College Now could write a shorter essay analyzing only one stage direction.
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